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WHY A MASTER’S DEGREE IN
PHILANTHROPIC STUDIES?

The M.A. in Philanthropic Studies prepares graduates to lead with
intention and impact. Unlike traditional nonprofit management
programs that emphasize the “how,” our curriculum centers on
the “why"—examining the social, cultural, political, and economic
roles of philanthropy across history and in today’s world.

As the world’s first school dedicated solely to the study of
philanthropy, the Indiana University Lilly Family School of
Philanthropy provides a one-of-a-kind learning experience—
grounded in research, powered by practice, and guided by
world-class faculty. Graduates emerge as more articulate,
intentional, and informed leaders in both their personal and
professional philanthropic efforts.

"The master's program in the Lilly Family
School of Philanthropy is for anyone who
wants to become more informed and more
intentional in their personal or professional
philanthropy. People join us from all over the
world and different places in their career. They
are reflecting on their own philanthropy as a
donor, as a grant maker, as a_ fundraiser,
board member or community volunteer. We
examine the role of the individual and how
they enact their generosity in a lot of different
ways in a community. It may or may not be
through a formal organization. We think
about why nonpraofit organizations form in the
first place ... and there are all sorts of reasons.”

KATHI BADERTSCHER

Assistant Dean of Academic Programs

BEE Scan QR code to watch a video

=888 to learn more from Kathi

BUILT FOR EVERY STAGE

OF YOUR JOURNEY

WHO IS THIS PROGRAM FOR?
Our students bring a range of perspectives:

Recent graduates eager to deepen their studies and
strengthen their career readiness.

Experienced professionals seeking advanced training
to expand their impact, elevate their organization’s
mission, and refine their personal philanthropy.

Career changers exploring new opportunities in the
nonprofit, corporate, or philanthropic sectors.

No matter your path, this program equips you with
the perspective, skills, and network to thrive.

"I't was a game changer
Jor me, it was pivotal."”

MASON RUMMEL, M.A. ‘14
CEO of James Graham Brown
Foundation
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OF PHILANTHROPY.

TURN KNOWLEDGE

INTO IMPACT

Our master’s curriculum combines big-picture thinking with practical
application, giving you both the knowledge and the skills to lead in
nonprofits, foundations, government, and beyond. With 27 hours of core
courses and 9 hours of electives, or a thesis option. You'll graduate ready

to lead with clarity and purpose.

LESSONS OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

We treat field exploration outside of the
classroom as essential to every student’s
understanding— applying what you've
learned to hands-on experience. Students
have the opportunity to participate in
internships and study abroad programes.

"As home to more than 17,000
non-profit organizations,
there’s no better philanthropy
lab than Indianapolis
anywhere in the world."”

SARAH NATHAN, PH.D.13.
INDIANAPOLIS




DESIGNED TO
FIT YOUR LIFE

Graduate school is a big commitment—nbut it doesn’t have to mean
putting the rest of your life on hold.

OUR PROGRAM IS BUILT FOR FLEXIBILITY:

A FLEXl B LE
. . ENTRY POINT
Fully Online: Complete your degree from On-campus: Full-time, on-campus
anywhere while balancing work and family. ~ students have theopportunity to serve

as a graduate assistant. Want to test the waters before pursuing a master’s? The Graduate
Certificate in Philanthropic Studies offers a shorter, stackable option.

Hybrid Summer Intensives: Pair online Pace That Works: Full-time students . i
learning with a one-week, in-person finish in as little as two years; part-time * Requires just four online courses.
experience in Indianapolis to connect students in two to three. * Can be completed in less than one year.

« All credits transfer seamlessly into the master’s program.

face-to-face with faculty and peers.
y P » Ideal for professionals who want to add a credential or deepen their expertise.

Whether you use it to boost employability, explore a new career, or

Every step of the way, you'll find support—from faculty invested in your prepare for graduate study, the certificate is a powerful stepping stone.

success, to advisors who guide you through courses and career planning,
to peers who become a professional network for life.

“Starting my graduate certificate and then
actually completing the program was a
game changer for me professionally. Before I
started the program, I would apply for
philanthropic fundraising jobs and the only
answer I would get back was ‘thank you for
applying. We're going with someone else’. I
didn't even get an interview. After
completing the program, I began getting a
lot of interviews.”

“The faculty and staff supported me. They
understand where students are coming from. I
was working full-time, I had three young kids
at home, and civic commitments. Trying to
balance coursework with all that at the start
seemed like a very daunting task, but through
the support provided, it was manageable.”

BEN GRANDE, M.A. 22

Director of Philanthropy at Glick Philanthropies LIZ GREENE, CURRENT M.A. STUDENT

Development Officer — Grants at Sheltering Wings
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LEARN FROM LEADERS, INVESTING IN
JOIN A GLOBAL COMMUNITY YOUR FUTURE

Our faculty are among the world’s leading scholars and Earning your degree is an investment—nbut it's one you don't have
practitioners in philanthropy, representing disciplines such to make alone.

as economics, sociology, history, and religious studies.

They shape the field through groundbreaking research and

bring that expertise directly into the classroom. - Scholarships available to qualified students.

You'll also join a global community of students. Each year - Full-time on-campus students starting in the fall semester are eligible
we welcome learners from across the U.S. and around the for graduate assistantships that provide a stipend and a valuable
world—creating opportunities to engage with philanthropy professional experience.ery full-time, on-campus student beginning
from multiple cultural and global perspectives. in the fall semester is guaranteed a graduate assistantship, which

helps offset tuition and provides valuable professional experience.

Whether you're taking classes in person, online, or through
our hybrid format, you'll receive the same rigorous
degree—taught by the same expert faculty—across all
learning platforms.

“The faculty and staff not only helped me dis-
cover the path I want to pursue but also con-
nected me with a role that perfectly aligns
with my passions and interests. Along the
way, I've gained a community of scholars and
practitioners who inspire me every single day.
I'm deeply grateful, because this has been so
much more than a degree.”

SALMA TAMAN

Development Director at Pattern
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READY TO
TAKE THE

Visit Us. At the Lilly Family School
of Philanthropy, community
means learning together,
challenging ideas, and building
career skills—all with a shared
goal of making a difference.

Experience it firsthand! Whether
you prefer an in-person visit,
virtual tour, or a conversation
with our team, we'd love to show
you what makes our learning
community special.

Contact Us. Give us a call at
317-278-8924 or scan the
QR code to learn more
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